ABSOLUTE POWER  1N EUROPE            m

sentatives, three for each bailiwick, one of each order.
They succeeded m diminishing the imposts which
Louis XL had more than doubled, but they could not
obtain a promise from the king that he would regularly
call together the Estates; and the kings of the sixteenth
century had the habit of not convoking them. The
Estates General, instead of becoming a national institu-
tion, like the English parliament, remained an extraor-
dinary assembly, which the court very unwillingly
called together only in great crises, when it no longer
knew how to procure money. in ordinary times the
king thanks to the imposts created by the Estates,
could do without such a convocation

The Cortes of Spain._The kings' who shared the
government of Spain had for a long time been accus-
tomed to call together their subjects in order to ask
counsel of them; the assemblies were held at the court
of the king, and were called cortes (court)     They
were composed of nobles and deputies, that is, repre-
sentatives from the towns.   The Cortes of Castile at
the end of the fifteenth century had acquired a power
similar to that of the parliament of England,- each
year they gathered in the presence of the king, pre-
sented  to  him  their  grievances   (their  complaints
against his government), and did not grant him the
right to levy a tax until he had promised to "redress
these grievances."

The Cortes of Aragon had the same power and
more besides. In Aragon the king was not ruler over
the imposts, nor over the army, nor over the judiciary.
He could levy the aid only after he had redressed the
grievances, he had to come in person to open and